THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

not accurate. Lord Harrington was certainly leader of the Liberal
Opposition in the House of Commons. On the resignation of Mr Glad-
stone's Government in 1885 she sent for Lord Salisbury, who led the
Conservative party in the House of Lords.

The Queen was anxious not to follow this series of precedents on the
resignation of Lord Salisbury's Government in 1886. It should first
be said in the Queen's favour that it was by no means certain that
Mr Gladstone could form a Government. There had been dissensions
over Irish policy in his previous Government, and the rumours as to
his policy during the election, especially the 'Hawarden Kite' which
Mr Herbert Gladstone had flown, had shown clearly that some of the
influential Liberal leaders would not follow him. But she had summoned
Lord Derby in 1851, 1852, 1855, 1858, and 1866, when it was more
difficult for him to form a Government than it was for Mr Gladstone to
form a Liberal Government in I886.1 Moreover, she had summoned
Lord John Russell after Lord Derby's refusal in 1855, when it was
obvious to everybody except Lord John Russell that he could not form
a Government. The real reason for her hesitation in 1885-6 was that she
intensely disliked Mr Gladstone's policy. She was supported, too, by
Lord Salisbury, who followed the unconstitutional precedent which
Lord Beaconsfield had set in 1880, with the Queen's connivance, of
considering the prospects of the Conservative party rather than the
necessity of preserving the Queen's impartiality.

When the defeat of the Government at the general election was immi-
nent, the Queen, with Lord Salisbury's consent, opened communications
with Mr Goschen, who still called himself a Liberal. 'I appeal to you',
she said,2 'and to all moderate, loyal, and really patriotic men, who have
the safety and well-being of the Empire and the Throne at heart, and
who wish to save them from destruction, with which, if the Government
again fall into the reckless hands of Mr Gladstone, they would be
threatened, to rise above party and to be true patriots!' The letter went
on to explain that it was the duty of moderate Liberals ('who indeed
ought to be called "Constitutionalists9'9} 'to prevent Mr Gladstone
recklessly upsetting the Government'. She then said that if they did
not act the country would be ruined, and explained in a postscript that

1 Above, p. 29.          a Letters of Queen Victoria, 2nd series, in, pp. 712-14.
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